
The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem 8 June 2017

Welcome from the Archbishop

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

I write to you on the eve of Pentecost, 
recognizing that we are all children of 
Pentecost.  When the Holy Spirit came 
to  those  first  apostles  it  arrived  in  a 
startling way “…suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent  wind,  and  it  filled  the  entire 
house  where  [the  apostles]  were 
sitting.” (Acts 2.2-30  Not only did the 
arrival  of  the  Holy  Spirit  startle  the 
apostles - coming in wind and then in fire - but it startled too all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem: “now there were devout Jews from 
every  nation  under  heaven  living  in  Jerusalem.   And  at  this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one  
heard them speaking in the native language of each.” (Acts 2.5-6)  
The  work  of  the  church  is  often  bewildering,  because  it  runs 
against  the  grain.   Our  work  here  in  the  Holy  Land  is  not 
something we do to seek reward either through recognition or 
through monetary gains; we work for Christ by reaching out to 
some of the poorest of the poor.   This work is our mission as a 
church in this land.  It is, I believe, guided by the Holy Spirit and 
a manifestation of Christ’s presence here.  The Holy Spirit when 
it came to the disciples revealed itself to all, irrespective of their 
nationality or their gender.  And so we try in our work to serve 
all irrespective of who they are: recognizing that Christ is in each 
one; and each person is made in the likeness and image of God.     
In  this  issue,  whether  it  be  the  article  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury’s visit,  or the work of the Friends of Holy Land, I 
believe that we can discern that the Holy Spirit is still very much 
alive an present and most importantly at work in this region.  I 
thank you all for your support for the Diocese.
Grace and Peace,

The Most Rev Suheil Dawani, Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem
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PRIMACY ELECTION IN THE PROVINCE OF JERUSALEM 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST
Archbishop Dawani elected to serve as President Bishop

The Synod of the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East met in Amman, Jordan on 16-17 
May.  Archbishop  Mouneer  Hanna  Anis,  the  outgoing  Primate,  invited  The  Right  Revd  Tim 
Dakin, the Bishop of Winchester, to open the Synod with prayer and reflection. He led a Bible 
study on the subject of servant apostles using Ephesians 3, in preparation for the election of a 
new Primate.  The Synod, after prayerful  discernment,  reached a unanimous decision to elect 
Archbishop Suheil Dawani of the Diocese of Jerusalem as the next Primate of the Province from 
17 May 2017 for a period of two and a half years ending on 16 November 2019, to be followed by 
Bishop Michael Lewis of the Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf as the Primate of the Province from 
17 November 2019 for a period of two and a half years ending on 16 May 2022. We congratulate 
both  Archbishop Suheil  and Bishop Michael  on  their  appointments,  and we give  thanks  for 
Archbishop Mouneer’s service as our Primate since 2007. We also give thanks to Bishop Tim 
Dakin for his gracious contribution. The Synod appointed The Revd Dr Albert Walters as the 
Vicar General for the Diocese of Iran for a six month period. The Synod also elected Mrs Georgia 
Katsantonis as the Provincial Secretary and Mr Ehab Edward as the Provincial Treasurer. Please 
uphold the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East in your prayers.
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Members of the Provincial Synod of the Anglican/Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East, with the 
Most Reverend Tim Dakin, Bishop of Winchester, Amman, May 2017, following the election of 

Archbishop Suheil Dawani as President Bishop (Primate)
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THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY VISITS HOLY
LAND FOR TWO WEEKS OF LISTENING AND 
PEACE-BUILDING
Trip included visits with Jordanian, Israeli, and Palestinian 
leaders 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has completed a 10-day official visit to the Holy 
Land. Archbishop Justin Welby and Mrs Caroline Welby travelled to the Holy Land at 
the  invitation  of  the  Anglican  Bishop  in  Jerusalem,  Archbishop  Suheil  Dawani.  The 
Archbishop made the long visit,  from 2–11 May, to spend time with Anglicans in Jordan, the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories and Israel – to encourage them, to pray with them, and to learn 
from them. He also met with other religious leaders, both Christian and of other faiths, to also 
speak and learn, and to encourage working together. During the visit the Archbishop also met 
with political  leaders,  urging them to preserve human dignity,  prevent  human suffering and 
strive for peace above all else.

Throughout the trip, the Archbishop was accompanied by Archbishop Suheil, and spent time in 
prayer and worship with the community of St George’s Anglican Cathedral in Jerusalem. He also 
saw some of the vital ministry of the Cathedral and the wider Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem in 
the region, particularly in healthcare, education and pursuing reconciliation.

Day 1: Jordan

The  Archbishop’s  tour  began  in  Jordan. 
Accompanied  by  Archbishop  Suheil,  he 
visited  Zaatari  refugee  camp  and  met  with 
Syrian  refugees.  He  also  met  with  Iraqi 
Christian refugees at  the Anglican St.  Paul’s 
Church  in  Ashrafiyeh,  Amman.  The 
Archbishops  spent  time  listening  to  their 
stories. Reflecting on the meeting Archbishop 
Justin  said:  “The  intense  suffering  of  Iraqi 
Christians does not end when they leave Iraq. 
As I  listened,  there  was this  awful  sense  of
lives torn apart. People are divided from their 
children and families and have no idea what 
will happen.” The Archbishop said the Iraqi 
Christians  he  met  “feel  the  world  has 
forgotten  them,  because  the  focus  of  the 
international community is now on Syria. Iraqis, they say, are at the bottom of the list when it 
comes to resettlement or support.” He added: “As we left I prayed for God's protection over their 
community. And I prayed that we, the Western Church, would be stirred up to do something. We 
are human beings with our persecuted brothers and sisters. We must embrace them.”

Day 2: Jerusalem

On the second day, the Archbishop travelled from Amman to Jerusalem, stopping to pray at the 
site  of  Christ’s  Baptism  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  River  Jordan.  On  arriving  in  Jerusalem, 
accompanied by Archbishop Suheil, the Archbishop walked and prayed at the Stations of Cross 
along the Via Dolorosa in the Old City. He was then warmly received at the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre  by  the  Greek  Orthodox  Patriarch,  His  Beatitude,  Theophilos  III,  and  Archbishop 
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Land. Archbishop Justin Welby and Mrs Caroline Welby travelled to the Holy Land at 

Archbishops Dawani and Welby meet with King Abdullah 
II bin Al-Hussein in Amman, Jordan
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Aristarchos of Constantina. The Archbishop then visited Haram al-Sharif, where he was given a 
tour by the Director of the Waqf, Sheikh Azzam al-Khatib.

In  the  afternoon the  Archbishop was joined 
by  UK  Chief  Rabbi  Ephraim  Mirvis.  The 
Archbishop and Chief Rabbi prayed for peace 
together at the Western Wall,  before visiting 
the  Yad  Vashem  Holocaust  Memorial  in 
Jerusalem,  which  they  toured  before  laying 
wreaths  and  praying  at  the  memorial. 
Speaking at Yad Vashem about the history of 
anti-Semitism,  and  its  recent  resurgence  in 
England,  the  Archbishop  said:  “We  must 
dedicate ourselves afresh, as the Chief Rabbi 
has  put  so  beautifully,  to  building  and 
maintaining  bridges  of  friendship, 
understanding tolerance and peace.  Coming 
here today I am reminded how important that 
is,  and  particularly  when  having  spoken  to 
members  of  Parliament  over  the  last  few 
months who are Jewish, they have spoken of 
the  upsurge  in  attacks  on  them  and  the 
wickedness that they have suffered. To build 
these bridges is an essential, and the bridges 
must  carry  us  to  a  place  where  to  attack 
someone  because  they  are  Jewish,  in  our
words,  even  in  our  deepest  thoughts,  is 
something that is only found mysteriously in 
old history books, because it is so far behind 
us.   Nothing  less  is  enough.”  During  their 

time together in Jerusalem, the Archbishop and Chief Rabbi met with Israel’s Chief Rabbis. They 
also met with the friends of the British student Hannah Bladon who was murdered in Jerusalem 
last month. They prayed with them and heard moving tributes to Hannah.

Day 3: Gaza

The following day Archbishop Justin visited the Gaza Strip.  Joined by Archbishop Suheil,  he 
visited two hospitals in Gaza City – St John’s Eye Hospital and the Al Ahli Arab Hospital, which 
is run by the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem.

While at Al Ahli Arab Hospital, Archbishop Justin led worship in the chapel, and met members of 
Gaza’s Christian community to hear about the challenges they face. The Archbishop also visited 
Gaza War Cemetery, where British and imperial troops who fought in Gaza in 1917 are buried. 
Speaking after the visit, the Archbishop described Gaza as “a place that feels profoundly isolated 
and besieged… the place where you felt all the problems of the area come together most clearly.” 
But he also spoke of the “extraordinary” ministry of the Anglican church in Gaza in the area of 
healthcare.

Day 4: Nazareth

The Archbishop spent the day visiting Christian churches and communities in Nazareth. In the 
morning he visited Christ Anglican School, where he met with Christian and Muslim students 
and their teachers. Archbishop Justin said: “It was brilliant to visit the thriving Anglican school in 
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Praying at the Anointing Stone in the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusalem
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the heart of Nazareth. The students at Christ School are capable, articulate, hopeful young people 
who have so much to contribute to their communities and to the common good. It was especially 
delightful to see the strength of relationship between Christian and Muslim students within an 
Anglican  spirit.   After  visiting  and  praying  at  the  Nazareth’s  Greek  Orthodox  and  Roman 
Catholic  churches,  the  Archbishop  joined  midday  prayers  at  the  Anglican  Christ  Church.   
Speaking that evening, the Archbishop said the “vibrancy” of many he had met in Nazareth – 
amidst the stresses and strains they face – was “a wonderful picture of what the grace of God 
does.”

Day 6: Jerusalem

After spending the previous day of Shabbat in 
the  Galilee,  the  Archbishop  Justin  was 
returned to St George’s Cathedral, Jerusalem. 
He  began  the  day  presiding  at  Holy 
Communion  with  Archbishop  Suheil. 
Preaching  at  the  service,  Archbishop  Justin 
said:  “The  church  carries  within  it  the 
possibility  of  abundant  life,  and  when  the 
church  roots  itself  in  Jesus  Christ  and  in 
obedience to Him then the abundant life spills 
out for the healing of the nations. Here in this 
region is a deep need for healing, for hope for 
righteousness of life, and for human dignity
in security and without fear. The presence of 
Christians here needs that abundant life if the 
church is to remain, but also is essential to the 
life and hope of this whole area. We pray for you, grieve for you, hope with you, and will seek in 
the best ways we can, to support you that we share the abundant life of Christ.” In the afternoon 
the  Archbishop  was  installed  as  an  Episcopal  Canon  at  St  George’s  Cathedral,  at  a  service 
attended by local clergy and ecumenical guests from churches in Jerusalem

Day 7: Bethlehem

The  Archbishop  spent  this  day  visiting 
Christian communities in Bethlehem and the 
surrounding  area.  He  began  the  day  at 
morning prayer at St George’s Chapel in the 
Church of the Nativity. The service was led by 
Dean  Hosam  Naoum,  and  the  Archbishop 
and  his  delegation  were  welcomed  by  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  of  Jordan, 
Thephylactos, who intoned the Gospel at the 
service,  as  well  as  the Mayor of  Bethlehem, 
Vera  Baboun.  Following  the  service  the 
delegation visited and prayed at the Grotto of 
the  Nativity  and  met  the  Roman  Catholic 
priests in charge of the Grotto of the Manger.
The Archbishop met with Mayor Baboun and 
the Friends of the Holy Land, to hear about 
the  current  situation  in  Bethlehem.  He  then 
visited the Cremisan Valley area and met with families in Beit Jala who are separated from their 
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Celebrating Holy Eucharist together 
at St. George’s Cathedral                                         

Archbishop Welby meeting with Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas
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land by the  separation barrier.  After  hearing about  the  challenges  they face,  the  Archbishop 
prayed at the wall for peace in the Holy Land.

Later the Archbishop visited Daoud Nassar at his family’s farm outside Bethlehem, which has 
been owned and cultivated by the Nassar family for over 100 years. The project run from the farm 
-  Tent  of  Nations  -  aims  to  create  a  space  of  reconciliation  and  peace  through  the  harvest 
activities, summer camps, and women’s empowerment projects. The motto of the project is “we 
refuse to be enemies”, and volunteers come from around the world to work the land and to build 
peace together. Later that day the Archbishop met with Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas in 
Ramallah. In comments to the media, the Archbishop spoke of the vital need for co-existence 
between different faith communities in the region, and of the responsibilities of religious leaders. 
“I believe emphatically and determinedly and without hesitation that they must find a way of 
living together,” he said. “The idea of a religious apartheid, of separate development, would be a 
catastrophe because this region sets the pattern for so many other parts of the world.” He added: 
“It’s going to require enormous leadership from within each of the religious traditions. And it 
requires a new form of integrity in which religious leaders takes responsibility for failures within 
their traditions.” In the past decade or so, “there’s been a total breakdown of the capacity of 
human beings to live alongside one another. But in the Middle East, it’s happened before and it’s 
been put right before, and there have been new moments of hope. So that’s our prayer. And that’s 
what we have to take responsibility for leading.”

Day 8: Jerusalem

The Archbishop had a series of meetings with 
Israeli  leaders  and  public  figures:  Prime 
Minister  Benjamin  Netanyahu,  President 
Reuven Rivlin, and Chief Justice Miriam Naor 
and Supreme Court Judge Salim Joubran. The 
Archbishop said his meeting with the Israeli 
Prime Minister was a “positive” conversation 
about  political  challenges,  faith  issues  and 
hopes for peace. Speaking to the media after 
his meetings with both Palestinian and Israeli 
political leaders, the Archbishop said: “It does 
seem,  listening to  many,  that  internationally
perhaps  the  planets  are  aligning.  Perhaps  a 
moment  of  opportunity  is  coming that  may 
not repeat itself for a while. As a Christian, as 

a religious leader, my hope and prayer is that we can find a way within the region of confidence 
being rebuilt.” He added: “There cannot be peace without every person in the region – Israeli, 
Israeli-Jewish,  Israeli-Arab,  Palestinian,  all  of  them –  being  sure  they  can  pursue  their  lives, 
pursue their aims, without fearing the bomb or the bullet, without fearing persecution.”

Later that day the Archbishop returned to the Jordan River Baptism site, this time visiting its 
western bank, where he saw the work of the British mine clearance charity the HALO Trust. Last 
year  the  charity  was  granted approval  by  both  Israeli  and Palestinian  authorities,  and eight 
Christian denominations, to begin mine clearance at the site. They are raising funds for through 
an appeal to congregations and foundations worldwide.  Speaking at the site,  the Archbishop 
said: “I’m inspired by what HALO is doing as I see them using weapons of war to bring hope of 
peace.”

The Archbishop began the day with a visit to the Princess Basma Centre in the Mount of Olives in 
Jerusalem,  which  supports  children  with  physical  and  learning  difficulties.  During  the  visit, 
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Caroline  Welby  met  with  Palestinian  mothers  to  discuss  the  benefits  of  treatment  for  their 
children, the challenges they face in receiving the treatment, both at home and in travelling to the 
centre from the West Bank.

Day 9: Hebron

On the penultimate day of the trip, the Archbishop started the day in the Bedouin village of 
Susiya in the South Hebron Hills. The village is home to 350 people – 45 families – whose homes 
have been demolished seven times since 1993.  Archbishop Justin heard how bulldozers have 
repeatedly destroyed their houses, animal shelters and water systems. They are anticipating the 
eighth round of demolitions at any time. “Every human being is made in the image of God and 
every human being deserves to live in peace and security," said Archbishop Justin. "This is not 
Jewish against Muslim or anything like that. This is about justice. I've been deeply touched by 
what I've seen and heard and I hope you'll join me in praying for all the Bedouin communities 
whose homes risk demolition.”

Archbishop Justin then travelled to the West Bank city of Hebron. There he received a briefing 
from the Hebron Rehabilitation Committee and heard about the successful restoration projects 
they have completed. The Archbishop then toured the H2 area, which is under Israeli military 
control, and visited the souq, where he met the Women in Hebron co-operative. He visited the 
Ibrahimi Mosque, known to Jews as the Cave of the Patriarchs, which is divided into a mosque 
and a synagogue – both of which the Archbishop visited. Finally the Archbishop walked the 
length of Shuhada Street, the main street in Hebron, on which Palestinians are prohibited from 
walking or driving. During the walk he paused to pray for “resurrection and reconciliation” in 
the city.

Day 10: Tel Aviv-Jaffa

The  Archbishop  began  his  final  day  in  the 
Holy Land with a  visit  to  the  Equalizer  co-
existence football project for Arab and Jewish 
youth.  He  then  gave  a  speech  at  the  Peres 
Center  for  Peace  to  an  audience  of  young 
people, in which he focused on the theme of 
reconciliation.

In  his  final  stop  of  the  10-day  tour,  the 
Archbishop  visited  St  Peter’s  Anglican 
Church in Jaffa, which is in the early stages of 
reopening after years of laying damaged and
disused since the fighting in 1948. Archbishop 
Justin and Archbishop Suheil prayed together 
at the site for the renewal of the Church in the 
Holy Land, and for justice, peace and reconciliation.

Speaking at a press conference the previous evening, the Archbishop said what had struck him 
most powerfully during the trip was “the overwhelming need for peace. The need for political 
leaders of all sorts to have nothing more prominent in their minds each day when they wake up, 
than the search for peace in this land, in both Israel and Palestine, in the whole region.”

~With thanks and gratitude to Lambeth Palace for this article
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Archbishop Welby speaks to young adult leaders about 
reconciliation at the Peres Center for Peace in Jaffa
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LINK DIOCESE OF DUBLIN VISITS HOLY LAND FOR
STRENGTHENING OF EPIPHANY AGREEMENT
Leaders tour diocesan institutions and meet with faith 
leaders 

The archbishop of Dublin spent two full days in Israel-Palestine at the end of May 
(May 28th - May 31st) with the Lord Mayor of Dublin, Councillor Brendan Carr, and 
Ms Fanchea Gibson of The Lord Mayor’s Office.

They  went  at  the  invitation  of  Archbishop  Suheil 
Dawani with the purpose of observing first hand the 
interaction  of  the  three  World  Faiths:  Judaism, 
Christianity  and  Islam  and  their  contribution  to 
Israeli-Palestinian  society.  The  first  person  with 
whom they  met  formally  was  Rabbi  David  Rosen, 
former Chief Rabbi of Ireland, immediately on their 
arrival (May 28th). Early on the second morning (May 
29th) they visited in succession Haram al Sharif [also 
known  as  Mount  Moriah  or  Temple  Mount],  The 
Western Wall and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 
From this they gained an in-depth impression of the 
public expression of the three Faiths in Jerusalem in 
the  period  between  Ascension  Day  and  Pentecost, 
during Ramadan and just ahead of Shavuot. This was 
followed by a meeting in St George’s Cathedral with 
the  Armenian  Patriarch.  The  Armenian  Church  in 
Ireland has close links with the Church of Ireland in
two Dublin  churches,  Christ  Church  Taney  and  St 
Stephen’s,  Mount  Street  and  in  Christ  Church 
Cathedral.  The afternoon was spent  learning about 
some of the educational and medical outreach projects in Ramallah pioneered by the Anglican 
Diocese and open to all irrespective of Faith tradition, most notably the Evangelical School (a 
vocational training centre, specializing in IT and catering) and the Arab Episcopal Medical Centre 
(diabetic  and  cardiovascular).  Later  in  the  afternoon,  the  group  met  Kids4Peace  who  draw

together for the purpose of shared friendship, 
cultural  understanding  and  mutual  respect  
for children of all three Faith traditions. The 
Lord  Mayor  renewed  his  association  with 
some of the Leadership Team of Kids4Peace 
whom  he  had  hosted  late  in  2016  in  The 
Mansion  House  Dublin.  Archbishop  Suheil 
had himself founded Kids4Peace at the turn 
of the millennium. 

On the third day (May 30th) the archbishop, 
the Lord Mayor and Ms Gibson visited 
Bethlehem where they met members of
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Mayor of Dublin Carr with Kids4Peace youth

Meeting Arab families at the Princess Basma Centre 
in Jerusalem
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religious communities and those who strive to keep afloat economic endeavour and enterprise in 
the area. Returning to Jerusalem, they spent time in The Princess Basma Centre where a range of 
services are offered to children with disabilities within the Arab community in Jerusalem, The 
West Bank and Gaza were explained to them by the Director. There is also a primary school in The 
Princess Basma Centre where children with and children without disabilities learn together in as 
integrated a manner as is possible. There is also an adult woodcraft workshop for adults with 
disabilities. The group was moved by the empowering atmosphere and spirit of the Centre, which 
is under the auspices of the Anglican Diocese, but also forcibly struck by the hardship and hurdles 
experienced by the mothers of the children who accompany their children every step of the way 
throughout their travel to The Centre from The West Bank and Gaza and throughout their 
treatment. At midday the archbishop preached in St Paul’s Church West Jerusalem as part of the 
diocesan Come&C project. St Paul’s, the Arabic Anglican Church, was destroyed by fire in 1948 
and is now restored to its beauty and simplicity and serves the spiritual needs of an English-
speaking and an Arabic-speaking congregation.

In the afternoon the Lord Mayor was able to 
bring  to  bear  on  a  presentation  made  on 
behalf of The Jerusalem Three Faiths Forum, 
his own experience in pioneering The Dublin 
City Interfaith Charter (Read the Charter). He 
did this in response to a presentation by Dr 
Miriam  Feldman-Kaye  of  The  Jerusalem 
Three Faiths Forum on Scriptural Reasoning 
in  the  healthcare  sector  and  in  Israeli 
hospitals.

The Archbishop, as part of the link between 
the two dioceses, expressed in The Epiphany 
Agreement 2016 (Read the Agreement), made 
a  presentation  to  Mrs  Shafiqua  Dawani  and 
the Empowerment of Women Project  in the Jerusalem Diocese.  The visit,  although short,  has 
strengthened the link between civic and ecclesiastical Dublin and The Three Faiths in Jerusalem 
and in Israel-Palestine.

~The Most Reverend Dr Michael Jackson, Archbishop of Dublin                                                                             

FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND VISIT ZABABDEH
FHL heads tour diocesan parishes and institutions  

During  March  on  one  of  his  regular  visits  to  the  Holy  Land,  Peter  Rand,  Vice-
Chairman and Executive Trustee of the UK based Friends of the Holy Land (FHL), visited 
Zababdeh for the first  time.  He spent time at  St.  Matthew’s Parish and the Penman Medical 
Clinic, before meeting the priests in the Latin Parish, visiting the School and meeting with the 
Mayor to review a recent FHL water project.

Peter writes: ‘I was most appreciative of the warm welcome offered to me and the opportunity to 
experience a community who are living in very different circumstances to others in the West Bank 
Gaza,  Israel  and Jordan whom I  have  visited  previously.  I  was  struck  by  the  resilience  and 
closeness  of  the  community,  a  town  of  5,000,  where  over  70%  are  Christian  and  where  the 
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The Lord Mayor of Dublin presents the Dublin City 
Interfaith Charter to Dr. Miriam Feldman-Kaye 

of the Three Faiths Forum

http://www.dublincityinterfaithforum.org/cmsfiles/resources/DCIF-Charter-pdf.pdf
http://www.dublin.anglican.org/about-us/jerusalem-link


The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem 8 June 2017

Anglican,  Latin,  Greek  Orthodox  and  Melkite  parishes  came  together  for  a  joint  Christmas 
Bazaar.

Unfortunately Fr. Saleem was unavailable due to a family commitment but Samir a member of 
the St. Matthew’s Parish Council and Jeanette, the Parish Secretary shared with me the energy of 
the local parish of 65 families, mostly a young congregation with a thriving youth group. With 
limited employment other than in agriculture, I learned that many worked in Ramallah in banks, 
hospitals  or  the  Palestinian  National  Authority,  staying  there  during  the  week,   but  very  
committed to returning to their roots in Zababdeh each weekend to be with their families.

As with all the Medical Centres managed by 
the Diocese of Jerusalem, I was impressed by 
the Penman Clinic and the small team I met, 
who provide medical attention for the whole 
community,  nearly  7,000  patients  each  year. 
They service not just those in Zababdeh but 
from 12 surrounding villages.  Thank you to 
Isam  Khader,  from  St.  Luke’s  Nablus,  who 
showed me around and told me of their plans 
to move to a more accessible site on the edge 
of the town, where they hope to increase the 
services offered.

I  particularly  wanted  to  visit  this  Clinic  as 
FHL are hoping that our next project will be to 
assist  the  Diocese  and  also  the  most  needy 
Christians in the community who cannot afford the already subsidised fees for consultations, 
medical procedures and medications.

Friends of the Hoy Land an ecumenical and apolitical charity registered in the UK and locally in 
the Holy Land, are now reaching 2,000 Christian families with help for education, employment, 

health  and  housing  matters.  If  you  would  like  to  learn  more,  please  visit  our  website 
www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk  or email me at peter.rand@friendsoftheholyland.org.uk

~With thanks from Friends of the Holy Land for this article
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St. Matthew’s Church, Zababdeh, Palestine

Peter Rand of Friends of the Holy Land with doctors 
and staff at the Penman Clinic, Zababdeh

A view from inside the church
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ST. GEORGE’S COLLEGE APPOINTS INTERIM DEAN
Canon Dr Richard LeSueur comes at a pivotal time for the 
College

St.  George's  College,  Jerusalem  is  delighted  to 
announce the appointment of Canon Dr Richard LeSueur 
as interim Dean from 1st October, 2017. 

Canon Dr. Richard LeSueur has served for 38 years as a priest of 
the  Anglican  Church  of  Canada.  He  served  at  St.  George’s 
College, Jerusalem for a period in the 1990’s as the Director of the 
Desert Programme. Over the past 25 years he has facilitated or 
participated  in  more  than  40  excursions  for  clergy  and  laity 
through  the  biblical  lands.  He  serves  as  adjunct  faculty  with 
Trinity Divinity College,  University of Toronto.  He is  currently 

the Middle East Liaison for the Anglican Church of Canada. He and his wife, Rhonde have two 
grown sons. Please  pray  for  Richard,  Ronde  his  wife,  their  family  and all  at  the  College  as 
Richard and Ronde prepare to travel to Jerusalem and take up this important role.  And please 
pray for the Peace of Jerusalem.

A PRIVILEGE TO TREASURE
St. George’s College Chaplain reflects on a year of service 

A chance remark, by one of our bishops in England, led my wife Hazel and I to St George’s 
College and the community of the Cathedral Close. Serving as Chaplain to the College for nine 
months has been a transforming experience.

So many pilgrims come here for ‘the trip of a lifetime’. We 
seek to offer  them Christ’s  welcome. To explore the ‘fifth 
gospel’ of the land is to begin to see Jesus through a new 
lense and to hear his proclamation of the Kingdom of God 
with a new clarity. Here, in the land of the Holy One, beside 
the Sea of Galilee, in Gethsemane, or at the Holy Sepulchre, 
one cannot fail to be deeply moved, for here, ‘the Word was 
made flesh’.

To accompany the pilgrims and to help them reflect as they 
ponder scripture, and often wipe tears from their eyes, is a 
humbling privilege. In the midst of history, archaeology and 
socio-political comment, there is a profound sense that ‘the
Lord is  here,  his  Spirit  is  with us’.  Faith  is  renewed and 
revitalised! 

To meet with the Christians of this land is also a gift to be treasured. Every Christian should be 
encouraged and helped to come to the land of the Holy One and to meet the ‘living stones’. As 
we return to England we will be praying for all  the people of this land and for the peace of 
Jerusalem.

~The Revd Prebendary John Reese, Chaplain of St. George’s College, Jerusalem
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announce the appointment of Canon Dr Richard LeSueur 

The Revd Prebendary John and Hazel Reese
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PRAYER
A call for prayer for those in prison and for all in authority
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The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, which is part of the Anglican 
Communion, in the province of Jerusalem and the Middle East covers 

five countries - Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Palestine, and Israel.  The 
Diocese consists of 27 parishes and over 30 institutions, with its 
Cathedral, St. George the Martyr, situated in Jerusalem.  The 
Diocesan institutions include hospitals, clinics, schools, and 
vocational training programs.  The Diocese through its institutions 
and parishes serve the community by caring not just for the able-
bodied, but also for those with special needs, including the deaf, the 
disabled, and the elderly.  It is through serving the poorest and most 

marginalized in the community that the Diocese seeks to convey 
Christ’s message of love, peace, and justice for all regardless of their 

identity.  The Diocese greatly appreciates your support and prayers. If 
you would like to support the work of the Diocese, please contact us at 

info@j-diocese.org. 
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Merciful Father, we pray for those who are in prison in the Holy Land, 
especially those who are recovering from the hunger strike.

O God who created humanity in your own image, foster a spirit of love 
and respect for all who find themselves in prison.  In your love there are 
no barriers and within your presence all are recognised as your children, 
equal and dignified.  We beseech you to break down all hostility and 
pour your soothing and healing grace onto the prisoners and those who 
guard them.  Bring your gentleness and your hope to their families and 
let your spirit of mercy and wisdom abide into the hearts of those who 
govern. 

God of peace and justice, bring forth your reconciling love to dwell in 
this your land, and to liberate all your children from the bondage of 
fear, anxiety and hostility.  Let the power and grace of peace transform 
the minds and wills of both nations, where all can celebrate the fruits of 
peace in freedom, security and with dignity for all.
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